
HOMER’S ODYSSEY: A Fearless Feline Tale, Or How I Learned About 
Love and Life with A Blind Wonder Cat
AUTHOR: Gwen Cooper

Once in nine lives, something extraordinary happens...

The last thing Gwen Cooper wanted was another cat. She already had two, not to mention a phenomenally 
underpaying job and a recently broken heart. Then Gwen’s veterinarian called with a story about a three-
week-old eyeless kitten who’d been abandoned. It was love at first sight.
Everyone warned that Homer would always be an “underachiever,” never as playful or independent as 
other cats. But the kitten nobody believed in quickly grew into a three-pound dynamo, a tiny daredevil with 
a giant heart who eagerly made friends with every human who crossed his path. Homer scaled seven-foot 
bookcases with ease and leapt five feet into the air to catch flies in mid-buzz. He survived being trapped 
alone for days after 9/11 in an apartment near the World Trade Center, and even saved Gwen’s life when 
he chased off an intruder who broke into their home in the middle of the night.
But it was Homer’s unswerving loyalty, his infinite capacity for love, and his joy in the face of all obstacles 
that inspired Gwen daily and transformed her life. And by the time she met the man she would marry, she 
realized Homer had taught her the most important lesson of all: Love isn’t something you see with your 
eyes.
Homer’s Odyssey is the once-in-a-lifetime story of an extraordinary cat and his human companion. It cel-
ebrates the refusal to accept limits—on love, ability, or hope against overwhelming odds. By turns jubilant 
and moving, it’s a memoir for anybody who’s ever fallen completely and helplessly in love with a pet. 	

Front Royal Women’s Resource Center and Royal Oak Bookshop
are co-sponsoring donations to your public library that are by or about women. 

This flyer highlights the books donated to date. Check them out!

Samuel’s Public Library: Monday - Thursday 10AM - 8PM, Friday & Saturday 10AM - 5PM,
Call (540) 635-3153 to reserve your time with any of these great books.

SONIA SOTOMAYOR: The True American Dream by Antonia Felix. 
This is a very uplifting, informative book that allows readers to be exposed to chal-
lenges that are perhaps not of their experience yet affords a feeling of triumphant 
celebration for Sonia Sotomayor.   This depiction epitomizes what this country 
stands for in that all things are possible regardless of where you come from, what 
you look like or the obstacles you might confront.   Therefore, given her sense of 
community and an outstanding resume, it is hoped that Justice Sotomayor will 
forever render decisions that are of the people, by the people and for the people. 
A WHITE HOUSE GARDEN COOKBOOK: Healthy Ideas From the 
First Family for Your Family by Clara Silverstein. Michelle Obama is 
passionate about her desire to educate the children in this land, to change their 
eating habits and avoid the path that leads to obesity.  Sallie Shadd, a freed slave 
who made a wonderful confection from homegrown strawberries from Virginia for 
James Madison’s inaugural celebration. It was strawberry ice cream.  Thomas 
Jefferson was an avid gardener and some of the seeds and sprouts in the present 
White House garden were heirlooms from his garden at Monticello.  These are 
but two of the many wonderful stories of celebrations that were highlighted by the 
food that was served as well as of the hands that provided it. It might prompt you 
to cook, eat and perhaps even to frolic without coaxing.  Whatever the outcome, 
do it for yourselves and, most of all, for your families. 
A THOUSAND SISTERS, My Jouney Into the Worst Place on Earth to 
be a Woman by Lisa J. Shannon. Forward by Zainab Salbi, founder of 
Women for Women International. Ms. Shannon must be categorized as a 
very courageous, caring and determined woman.  She left all creature comforts 
and immersed herself in an area of the world that no woman should ever tread.  
The horror and evil that she was exposed to was beyond belief.  Gripping stories 
that attacked one’s soul and touched depths that are unimaginable were shared 
with her in every village she visited.  Lisa, through her foundation, Run for Congo 
Women, endeavored to bring hope to these women through personal contact, 
financial support and whispered hope for the future to enable them to search for 
work so they could feed their families and survive.  
LIFE WITH McDUFF: Lessons Learned from a Therapy Dog by Judy 
McFadden. This book will have a profound impact on you and compel you to 
remember the wonderful animals that have touched your lives.  As they did, this 
account of McDuff’s life will provide comfort, warmth, humor, hope and compas-
sion.   Trust in the fact that you will not be disappointed and, if anything, will be 
enriched by the wisdom and sincerity of this splendid creature.  
DEALING WITH THE TOUGH STUFF: Practical Wisdom for Running 
a Values-Driven Business by Margot Fraser and Lisa Lorimer. A most 
appropriate book to have been chosen because one of the most significant contri-
butions this organization has made is to assist women in realizing their visions for 
the future.   The message that is conveyed in this detailed account is relevant to 
their aspirations as is our commitment to continue to allow these women to ‘dare 
to dream’!  
THE COLLABORATIVE HABIT: Life Lessons for Working Together 
by Twyla Tharp. Twyla Tharp has been known the world over for her brilliance 
as a choreographer. In this literary sequel to her bestseller The Creative Habit, 
Ms. Tharp takes the reader into the world of collaborative thinking and defines 
creative applications of this process to everyday living as well as references to the 
workplace. This book is really about life lessons that revolve around partnership 
challenges and change. Ms. Tharp makes it very clear that the applications can 
be utilized in the boardroom as well as the bedroom because the most important 
word in the slogan, “Yes we can,” is the word we. It is a very unique book in that 
it challenges the reader to put a perspective on life that, perhaps, has been given 
less attention due to our need for self-gratification. 
MICHELLE OBAMA:  A Portrait of the First Lady by the editors of 
LIFE magazine.  Before the historic presidential election of 2008, LIFE Books 
published a best-selling volume entitled The American Journey of Barack Obama. 
In researching it, the editors came to be deeply impressed not only by the exotic 
story of the candidate himself but also by the life and personality of the woman 
who would, if Obama were to prevail, enter the White House at his side. This is 
Michelle’s story, from her girlhood to her current crucial role. It is not the story of 
the President’s wife. It is the complete, illustrated biography of one of the most 
intriguing and captivating women in America.
DOROTHEA LANGE: A Life Beyond Limits by Linda Gordon. Dorothea 
Lange was considered to be the greatest documentary photographer of her time.  
Linda Gordon is a remarkable historian.  Through her detailed research, intimate 
information regarding the life of Dorothea Lange is revealed in a vivid manner. 

THE PINK LADY: The Many Lives of Helen Gahagan Douglas by Sally 
Denton. This remarkable biography, deftly rendered by Sally Denton, portrays a 
woman of character, strength and the determination to satisfy her desires first in 
the theatre and then in the political arena.   Your spirits will rise in a joyful hallelujah 
when you read this book because most people do not live long enough to see justice 
served.  Fortunately, Helen did.  She watched the man who had demolished her, both 
personally and professionally, thrust from his high perch in disgrace with the world 
watching as the tears streamed down his face. 
WHEN EVERYTHING CHANGED: The Amazing Journey of American 
Women from 1960 to the Present by Gail Collins. Gail Collins displays an 
uncanny ability to make this subject an exciting, important discovery. Her approach is 
so skillful that you get the feeling you are actually absorbing the depth of this era for 
the first time. 
THE CLOAK AND DAGGER COOK, A CIA Memoir by Kay Shaw Nelson. 
Ms. Nelson, a former CIA operative, shares the interesting and sometimes danger-
ous experiences she had while accompanying her husband to many distant parts of 
the world in his role as an intelligence officer. At the same time,she became quite the 
gastronome and eventually wrote culinary articles and cookbooks based upon her 
exposure.You will not be disappointed in this book. Bon Appetit! 
POEMS FROM THE WOMEN’S MOVEMENT, Edited by Honor Moore.This 
book, in its powerful simplicity, needs no embellishment.  The tears, joy, bitterness or 
promise that comprise ‘woman’ is captured within these pages.  We are now demand-
ing to be heard as well as seen and fulfillment is no longer just on the horizon. 
A SHARE OF HONOR: Virginia Women 1600-1945. Essay by Suzanne 
Lebsock, Checklist and Catalogue Entries by Kym S. Rice for The Virginia 
Women’s Cultural History Project, Richmond, Virginia. The extent of the 
research that was done to produce this book is revealed not only in the content but the 
photographs, as well. Viewing the numerous images that are portrayed truly makes 
the past come alive.  An important facet of this book is that it covers all women in 
Virginia, regardless of race, creed or cultural status.  As a result, it provides informa-
tion that may be surprising as well as informative.  It is a comprehensive profile of the 
women of Virginia from the 1600’s to 1945 
I DIDN’T WORK THIS HARD JUST TO GET MARRIED: Successful Single 
Black Women Speak Out by Nika C. Beamon. This book introduces the 
reader to eighteen successful black women from all walks of life.  They 
expand on how exciting their lives are, how wonderful it is to be in such a 
favorable place in their existence and the fact that it has all evolved due to 
their efforts. 
A JURY OF HER PEERS: American Women Writers from Anne Bradstreet 
to Annie Proulx by Elaine Showalter. With this dramatic portrayal, Elaine 
Showalter introduces the first African American poet, Phillis Wheatley, in 
this erudite, literary jewel. 
NATALIE SCOTT: A Magnificent Life by John W. Scott. The genius behind 
the framing of this biography is John W. Scott’s ability to weave Natalie’s words in 
and around his own literary contributions.  You hear her ‘speak’ through the numerous 
letters she wrote during her lifetime leaving you with a true sense woman who thourgh 
her bravery and selfless behaviors as a nurse in France, paved the way for her to 
receive the Croix de Guerre. A venerate legacy for a remarkable woman.   
THE WOMAN BEHIND the NEW DEAL: The Life of Frances Perkins, 
FDR’S Secretary of Labor and His Moral Conscience by Kristin Downey. 
Named Secretary of Labor in 1933, it was she, through her intellect, compassion, ge-
nius and ferocious determination that brought forth the social legislation that changed 
conditions in the workplace as we know them today.  There is no doubt that the New 
Deal would never have seen the light of day without the passion, great mental capac-
ity and inventive ability of this woman. 
THE OTHER SIDE OF WAR: Women’s Stories of Survival and Hope by 
Zainab Salbi. Provides a ‘lens’ into the lives of  women from different parts of the 
world who have suffered and lost due to the ravages of war.  Women for Women Inter-
national, under the guidance of Zanib Salib,challenged those at risk not to give up but 
to strive for a place whereby they could begin to determine their own destiny. 
RESISTANCE: A Woman’s Journal of Struggle and Defiance in Occupied 
France by Agnes Humbert. Resistance is an electrifying account of the journey 
Agnes Humbert took during the early years of the resistance movement in France, her 
capture and eventual imprisonment under the Nazi regime.  
CASE OF A LIFETIME: A Criminal Defense Lawyer’s Story by Abbe 
Smith. Her destiny was determined because she refused to tell a lie and was stead-
fast in her deliberate attempt to hold on to the truth as her only salvation.   Case of a 
Lifetime is a riveting account of the justice. 

The Entire Collection of Donated Books in order of reviews: 
Full reviews available in past copies of The Front Royal Women’s Resource Center Newsletter (“The Weaver”)  
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Rights and privileges that we often take for granted now would have been impossible
without these important troublemakers who dared to shake up the status quo.

experienced midlife crises.
A Bookshelf of Our Own: Works That Changed Women’s 
Lives by Deborah G. Felder. A list of fifty influential women writers.
Athletic Strength for Women by David Oliver and Dana Healy
The Breaking Po!nt: How Female Midlife Crisis is Transforming 
Today’s Women by Sue Shellenbarger. Wall Street Journal columnist Sue 
Shellenbarger - interviews with fifty women who experienced midlife crises.
American Heroines: The Spirited Women Who Shaped Our Coun-
try by Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison.
Vinnie Ream: An American Sculptor by Edward S. Cooper.
Hetty: The Genius and Madness of America’s First Female Tycoon by 
Charles Slack.
Smart Girls: A New Psychology of Girls, Women, and Giftedness by 
Barbara A. Kerr, Ph.D.
Count On Us: American Women in the Military by Amy Nathan.
American Jezebel: The Uncommon Life of Anne Hutchinson The 
Woman Who Defied the Puritans by Eve LaPlante.
La Vida Rica: The Latina’s Guide to Success by Yrma Rico and 
Nancy Garascia.
Equal Play: Stories of Women Who Dare by Peggy O’ Neill.
The Rise of the New Woman: The Women’s Movement in 
America, 1875-1930 by Jean V. Matthews.
Veiled Threat: The Hidden Power of the Women of Afghanistan by 
Sally Armstrong.
And If I Perish: Frontline U.S. Army Nurses in World War II by Ev-
elyn M. Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee.
Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie 
Roberts (of NPR Radio fame). An inspirational look at the women who helped 
found our country.
Girls on Track: A Parent’s Guide to Inspiring Our Daughters to 
Achieve a Lifetime of Self-Esteem and Respect, by Molly Barker.
To the Heart of the Nile: Lady Florence Baker and the Explora-
tion of Central Africa, by Pat Shipman.
Why Women Earn Less by Mikelann R. Valterra.
Mama: Latina Daughters Celebrate Their Mothers by Maria Perez-
Brown.
Think $ingle! The Woman’s Guide to Financial Security At Every 
Stage of Life by Janet Bodnar
Open Wide the Freedom Gates by Dorothy Height, with a forward 
by Maya Angelou.
A Woman Soldier’s Own Story by Xie Bingying.
America’s Women: 400 Years of Dolls, Drudges, Helpmates, and 
Heroines by Gail Collins.
The Dance of the Dissident Daughter by Sue Monk Kidd.
Bachelor Girl by Betsy Israel.The single woman in American cul-
ture over the last 150 years.
One More Valley, One More Hill: The Story of Aunt Clara 
Brown, by Linda Lowery.
Pinstripes & Pearls: by Judith Richards Hope.
Wings and Rockets: The Story of Women in Air and Space by 
Jeannine Atkins.
Tidal Wave: How Women Changed America at Century’s End by Sara 
M. Evans.
Women in Politics: In the Running by Karen Zeinert.
Unfinished Business: A Democrat and a Republican Take on the 
10 Most Important Issues Women Face by Dr. Julianne Malveaux and 
Deborah Perry
Women for Afghan Women: Shattering Myths and Claiming the 
Future edited by Sunita Mehta
The Good Women of China - Hidden Voices by Xinran, translated 
from the Chinese by Esther Tyldesley
Having It All? Black Women and Success by Veronica Chambers.
A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie “Peanut” Johnson by 
Michelle Y. Green. Mamie followed her dream of playing baseball all the 
way to the professional Negro Leagues.
Meyebela: My Bengali Girlhood, A Memoir of Growing Up Female in 
a Muslim World by Taslima Nasrin
Sacred Voices: Essential Women’s Wisdom Through the Ages by 
Mary Ford-Grabowsky
Yankee Doodle Gals: Women pilots of World War II by Amy 
Nathan
A Chorus for Peace: A Global Anthology of Poetry by Women 
edited by Marilyn Arnold, Bonnie Ballif-Spanvill and Kristen Tracy
Where the Action Was: Women War Coorespondents in WWII by 
Penny Colman.
Mother Power: Discover the difference that women have made all 
over the world by Jacqueline Hornor Plumez, Ph.D.
No Turning Back: The History of Feminism and the Future of 
Women by Estelle B. Freedman.
I Dwell In Possibility: Women Build a Nation, 1600 – 1920 by 
Donna Lucey.
33 things every girl should know about women’s his-
tory edited by Tonya Bolden.
Generally Speaking by Lieutenant General Claudia J. Kennedy 
(Ret.) with Malcolm McConnell.
Anne Bailey: Frontier Scout by Mary R. Furbee.
A Sabbath Life: One Woman’s Search for Wholeness by Kathleen 
Hirsch.
Conversations with Lee Smith edited by Linda Tate.
Let It Shine: Stories of Black Women Freedom Fighters by Andrea 
Davis Pinkney with illustrations by Stephen Alcorn.
All This Hell: U.S. Nurses Imprisoned by the Japanese by Evelyn 
Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee.
Mary Wollstonecraft: A Revolutionary Life by Janet Todd
The Ten Smartest Decisions a Woman Can Make After 
Forty by Tina B. Tessina, Ph.D.
The Price of Motherhood: Why Motherhood Is the Most Impor-
tant--and Least Valued--Job in America by Ann Crittenden.
Morning Glory: A Biography of Mary Lou Williams by Linda Dahl.
Shadows on My Heart: The Civil War Diary of Lucy Rebecca Buck 
of Virginia (Southern Voices from the past) edited by Elizabeth R. Baer.
Fanny Kemble’s Civil Wars by Catherine Clinton.
Tara Revisited: Women, War & the Plantation Legend by Catherine 
Clinton. 
Sisters in Pain: Battered Women Fight Back by Elizabeth Beattie 
and Mary Shaughnessy. 
A Century of Women: The Most Influential Events in Twentieth-
Century Women’s History by Deborah G. Felder.

SPEAK UP! :A Woman’s Guide to Presenting Like a Pro by Cyndi 
Maxey, CSP and Kevin E. O’Connor, CSP. 
IDA , A SWORD AMONG LIONS: Ida B. Wells and the Campaign 
Against Lynching by Paula J. Giddings. She was a force to be reckoned with 
and is intellectually illuminated in this riveting profile.
100 ESSENTIAL MODERN POEMS BY WOMEN Selected by: Joseph 
Parisi and Kathleen Welton. One is exposed to so many delectable, intel-
lectual ‘jewels’ in this book that once engaged, it becomes almost impossible to 
put aside
THE MUSE of the REVOLUTION: The Secret Pen of Mercy Otis War-
ren and the Founding of a Nation by Nancy Rubin Stuart. The heretofore 
seemingly obscured name of Mercy Otis Warren is illuminated in this thoroughly 
researched and revealing biographical account. This book eloquently chronicles 
the life of this gifted woman who, through her literary acumen, became the voice 
as well as the conscience of one of the most important times in the history of this 
country. 
GOVERNESS: The Lives and Times of the Real Jane Eyres by Ruth 
Brandon. The author reveals the hardships, desperation, loneliness and disil-
lusionment that most of the women who were placed in the position of govern-
ess experienced in the nineteenth century and those who paved the way for the 
changes to come.
UNVEILED: How an American Woman Found Her Way Through Poli-
tics, Love and Obedience in the Middle East by Deborah Kanafani. A 
riveting account of the courage and determination of a woman who, to insure their 
safety, pursued her children after they were taken to the Middle East. Through her 
tears as well as her strength, you follow the journey that brought her out of the 
darkness and into the light, once again
HELL HATH NO FURY: True Profiles of Women at War from Antiq-
uity to Iraq by Rosalind Miles and Robin Cross. Many women have dem-
onstrated a natural ability to perform in battle. A comprehensive look at numerous 
women who proved their worth in the war effort through the arts, journalism, as 
spies or underground workers and the roadblocks and difficulties which they were 
dealt.
THE GREATEST GIFT: The Courageous Life and Martyrdom of Sister 
Dorothy Stang by Binka Le Breton. The story of this brave, determined Chris-
tian woman presents a powerful lesson in the way that she lived, and especially 
in the way that she died. The memory of Sister Dorothy Stang will be forever 
distinguished by her unflappable devotion and conspicuous gallantry!
DAUGHTERS OF MEN: Portraits of African-American Women and 
Their Fathers by Rachel Vassel; Foreword by Michael Eric Dyson. 
Remarkable portraits of ‘ordinary’ fathers and their extraordinary daughters. How-
ever, these fathers are, or were, far from ordinary and persevered to bless their 
daughters with ‘gifts’ that could only be received through their very exceptional 
styles of parenting
JANE BOLEYN: The True Story of the Infamous Lady Rochford, by 
Julia Fox. A brilliant and compelling account reveals the full tragedy of her life. 
IN LOVE AND WAR: The Dilemma of an American Girl and a German 
Diplomat by Frances Fulenwider Hepp and Ernst Hepp. A courageous 
story of a beautiful American model and a German foreign correspondent who 
fall in love and marry with dreams of hope and peace which became threatened 
by the advent of World War II. Compelled to return to Germany with visions of 
enabling a compromised peace, they soon became immersed in an atmosphere 
filled with atrocities, fear and unrelenting evil.  A book very relevant for today’s 
world, the Hepps believed, as should we, that there is always hope that someday 
our children will not have to ask that question. A wonderful read.
Flappers and the New American Woman: Perceptions of 
Women from 1918 Through the 1920s by Catherine Gourley. This book is 
filled with individual examples of women who set out on brave new paths to give 
women a place in history. An excellent read! 
Leading Ladies, American Trailblazers by Kay Baily Hutchi-
son. 63 biographical portraits of exemplary American women written by the first 
woman US Senator from Texas. A fascinating book.
Women Who Write by Stefan Bollman. A beautifully written and de-
signed book about major women writers spanning 250 years.
Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali. Ali’s first person account of the circumstances lead-
ing up to and surrounding a definitive moment in the struggle for women’s rights 
in the Muslim world – the brutal murder of her friend and collaborator the activist 
filmmaker Theo van Gogh with whom she made the movie “Submission”.
A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American 
Nation by Catherine Allgor
The Lady Upstairs: Dorothy Schiff and the New York Post by Mari-
lyn Nissenson. A page-turning biography of  the first female publisher in NY City.
There’s a Business in Every Woman: A 7-Step Guide to Dis-
covering, Starting, and Building the Business of Your Dreams by Ann 
Holmes.
Women of Valor: The Rochambelles on the WWII Front by Ellen 
Hampton. The extraordinary account of the fifty-one women who served in the 
French Second Armored Division.
Anne Morrow Lindbergh: First Lady of the Air by Kathleen C. 
Winters.  Charles Lindbergh’s co-pilot, radio operator and wife.
Alpha Girls: Understanding the New American Girl by Dan Kindlon, PhD 
Iran Awakening: A Memoir of Revolution and Hope by Shirin Ebadi, 
Winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, with Azadeh Moaveni
How High Can We Climb? The Story of Women Explorers by Jean-
nine Atkins, Pictures by Dusan Petricic
Blessed Among All Women: Women Saints, Prophets, and 
Witnesses for Our Time by Robert Ellsberg. From Mother Teresa to Mother 
Jones, these are fascinating biographical sketches, many of them inspirational. 
Organized in chapters titled with lines from the Beatitudes, Ellsberg is inclusive in 
his selections, describing the women as “faces of holiness.”
Even After All This Time: A Story of Love, Revolution, and Leav-
ing Iran, by Afschineh Latifi. The author’s life was turned upside down in 1979, 
when her father was arrested and eventually executed by the Ayatollah-led gov-
ernment of Iran. Now an attorney in New York City, Afschineh Latifi has chronicled 
her family’s story.
Vindication: A Life of Mary Wollstonecraft, by Lyndall Gordon
Many of Mary Wollstonecraft’s ideas about the role and status of women, parent-
ing, and education although commonly accepted now, but were considered 
revolutionary in the eighteenth century.
A Bookshelf of Our Own: Works That Changed Women’s Lives, 
by Deborah G. Felder. A list of fifty influential women writers and strong female 
characters.
Athletic Strength for Women by David Oliver and Dana Healy
The Breaking Point: How Female Midlife Crisis is Transforming 
Today’s Women by Sue Shellenbarger. Wall Street Journal columnist Sue 
Shellenbarger presents her conclusions from interviews with fifty women who 


